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Student presentations in small classes

• Student want to impress 
their peers

• Co-presentations force 
students to work together

• Students are incredibly 
receptive to constructive 
feedback before the 
presentation



Buddies in an online class



Buddies in an online class

Hi XXX and YYY,

In traditional classes, it's very common for students to talk about the class and work on 
problem sets together. This is much less common in online classes as it's harder to get 
to know your fellow students during class, and there's minimal (or no) chance of 
running into each other outside class. This is a shame, since working together is a 
great way to learn.

In an effort to push our class closer to the traditional in this respect, I'm declaring the 
two of you "buddies" for this class. Think of this email as an introduction and a strong 
suggestion that you start by exchanging questions and maybe even problem sets 
before you turn them in. You might also benefit from Skyping or just hanging out in the 
Zoom classroom outside of normal class times--it's always open. Maybe you'll even run 
into another pair of buddies there!

All best,
Doug
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• Especially important to 
intentionally connect 
students in online courses

• Students mentioned really 
appreciating this in their 
course evals
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Think - Pair - Share
• Tons of research backing up 

effectiveness; e.g., Crouch 
& Mazur (2001)

• Key to have students talk to 
each other

• Give students hard 
questions and give them 
time to answer them

• Specific tech doesn’t really 
matter

• Talk to folks who have read 
books



Group Projects



Group Projects

The good

• Apply course concepts in a 
context they care about

• Learn how to work in a team
• Do something bigger than they 

could do on their own



Group Projects

The bad

• Groups wait until the last 
minute to start work

• Free-riding
• No one ever sees this great 

work that they do
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Group Project Problem: Groups procrastinate
Solution: Lots of intermediate deliverables
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Group Project Problem: Free-riding

Solution: 
Students evaluate each of their teammates. These ratings affect grades on the project. 
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Group Project Problem: No visibility of work
Solution: A poster session!



Group Project Problem: No visibility of work
Solution: A poster session!

INSERT PICTURE OF POSTER SESSION



Turn exams into a learning experience rather than simply a stressful measurement 
experience.

Two-Stage Exams
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Undergraduate Learning Assistants (ULAs)

● Program launched in Fall 2024 to support large intro courses at Cornell
● About 25 ULAs for each 500-student course

● ULAs facilitate active learning during lecture
● ULAs staff a new Introductory Economics Support Center

○ Open every day 10am – 5pm

○ Consistent location in Econ Department space



Impact of ULA 
program on students
• Outcome is PESA score, a standard 

assessment of intro micro knowledge

• Models estimated with 8 semesters of data 
from courses with and without ULAs

• 0.4 SD is approximately 5 percentage points
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Bringing undergraduate students into research





: The Economic Education Network for Experiments

● EENE is a sustainable network of economics instructors from around the 
world with a shared vision of conducting synchronized data collection and 
experiments





Complete

In Progress

Not Started

Idea Development
Recruiting &

Implementation
Data

Collection Analysis
Conference
Presentation Publication

Academic Mindset (x 3)
3 papers (forthcoming / under review / draft)
AI Use Survey
1 paper (under review)
Team Dynamics

International Demographics

Mindset Intervention

Two-Stage Exams

AI: Optimizing Incentives

AI: Customized AI Tutors

And so much more!

EENE Project Status

Join us at eene.org!
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1. There is incredible power in working together.



Overarching Lessons
1. There is incredible power in working together.

2. Never stop trying new things in your classroom. 



Thank you!

Email: douglas.mckee@cornell.edu

Economic Education Lab
 https://econedlab.org/ 

Cornell Suite of Economic Skills Assessments
https://econ-assessments.org 

Economic Education Network for Experiments
 https://eene.org/ 
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